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Overview

PECO provides reliable electric supply to its 
customers by performing a combination of 
preventive and corrective vegetation maintenance 
around its electric equipment.

 5-year cyclic maintenance work is enhanced with 
customer responsive, data-driven and priority tree 
removal programs.



Why Vegetation Management Matters

Safely maintaining electric equipment is 
paramount.

Roughly one-third of all of PECO outages are 
vegetation related.

The wrong tree species planted in a poor location 
today can cause a big customer issue later.
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How PECO Performs 
Vegetation Management

4



5

PECO Utilizes National 
Standards for Vegetation 
Management

This guides the growth of the 
tree safely away from the wires

ANSI A300, Part 1
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Rounding over, topping, 
or stubbing severely 
damages trees and is 
now a discredited 
practice

Many trees respond to 
rounding over with a flush 
of fast-growing sprouts 
directly back towards the 
electric facilities
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Integrated Vegetation 
Management

 IVM techniques include tree removals, tree 
pruning, mechanical clearing & herbicide 
applications.

 Industry Best Management Practices 
encourage the development of natural and 
compatible plants in the rights-of-way.

 Select portions of rights-of-way are being 
planted with native meadows and shrubs to 
enhance their wildlife and ecological value.

ANSI A300, Part 7



Native Grass and Wildflower Meadows

 Improved Electric Service Reliability 
 Reduced Greenhouse Gas Emissions
 Improved Storm Water Management
 Improved Wildlife Habitat

8



9



10

Customer Responsibility

PECO Vegetation Mgmt maintains the primary 
and secondary aerial supply lines “pole to pole.”

Service wires (“pole to house”) are customer 
responsibility
• PECO will remove broken limbs from service wires 

upon request
• Wires can be de-energized or dropped by PECO for 

customers’ contractor to safely perform work 
• PECO.com Service Request – Make Work Site Safe
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Debris Removal 

Preventive veg maintenance (5-year cycle on all 
primary electric supply): all debris removed

Corrective veg maintenance (customer response 
programs): wood is left on site, debris/brush is 
chipped and removed

For tree removals, stumps are cut but PECO does 
not grind stumps
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Storm/Emergency Clean Up Policy

Uprooted trees and broken limbs can damage 
electric lines and cause power outages. PECO 
clears damaged trees or vegetation from our 
equipment to help ensure reliable service. 

The company does NOT remove debris caused 
by emergency or storm-related restoration work. 

The owner of the tree is responsible for debris 
removal.

Refer questions to PECO Vegetation Mgmt: 
800-311-6345 ext. 915
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Nobody Planned for this 
100 years ago
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Tree and wire conflicts occur 
when large-growing trees are 
planted under wires
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Low-growing power line 
compatible tree species
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PECO recommends “Plant the 
Right Tree in the Right Place” 
to avoid tree & wire conflicts



Compatible Trees @PECO.com
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Summary

To provide safe and reliable electric service PECO 
must keep wires clear of vegetation conflict.

• National Standards and Industry BMP
• Customer Responsibility/Safety
• Make Work Site Safe
• Debris Removal
• Storm/Emergency Clean Up Policy
• Tree Species Compatible with Utility Wires
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