
GRADING PERMIT REQUIREMENTS 

 

 
 

As of October 13, 2022, the Engineering Permit Applications have changed. Permits are 
issued based on impervious surface: 

Permit Fees 

ALL PERMITS REQUIRE 5 SETS OF PLANS. ALL PLANS NEED TO BE TO SCALE 

1. Shed Permit – The cost for this permit is $120 
2. Minor Grading Permit (for new impervious <500 square feet) -The cost for this permit is 

$510, and includes: 
a. One plan review 
b. One site inspection 
c. Additional plan reviews or site inspections will be billed to the applicant at the 

rates on the attached fee schedule. 

3. Grading Permit (for new impervious >499 square feet and < 1000 square feet)- The 
application fee for this permit is $1,500 (One (1) check in the amount of $50 for the 
Application fee, One (1) check in the amount of 
$1,450 for a Professional Services Agreement). This permit requires a Professional 
Services Account (PSA), from which all reviews and inspections and Application fee will 
be paid from. The initial balance provided by the applicant for the PSA is $1,450. Should 
the balance of this PSA be reduced to $500 from payments for review and inspection, the 
applicant is required to provide additional funds to keep the balance at $1,450. All 
unused funds will be returned to the applicant upon completion of the project, in 
accordance with Township requirements. 

4. Stormwater Management Permit (for new impervious >999 square feet) - The 
application fee for this permit is $3,050. (One (1) check in the amount of $50 for the 
Application fee, One (1) check in the amount of $3,000 for a Professional Services 
Agreement). This permit requires a Professional Services Account (PSA), from which 
all reviews and inspections and application fee will be paid from. The initial balance 
provided by the applicant for the PSA is $3,000. Should the balance of this PSA be 
reduced to $1,000 from payments for review and inspection, the applicant is required to 
provide additional funds to keep the balance at $3,000. All unused funds will be returned 
to the applicant upon completion of the project, in accordance with Township 
requirements. 

  

RADNOR TOWNSHIP 

ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT 

PERMIT APPLICATION FOR: 
MINOR GRADING, GRADING, AND STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 



GRADING PERMIT REQUIREMENTS 

 

A Grading Permit or Stormwater Management Permit is required:  

1. If you wish to install a shed – Shed Permit 
2. Increase impervious Surface (regardless of removed impervious surface) 

a. <500SF Impervious – Minor Grading Permit 
b. >499SF impervious and <1000SF – Grading Permit (Ordinance 2022-

15, Stormwater Management Ordinance) 
c. >1000SF impervious – Stormwater Management Permit (Ordinance 2022-15, 

Stormwater Management Ordinance) 
3. If you are grading, excavating or filling (Ordinance Chapter 175 Grading, Execution, Fills) 
4. A pre-construction meeting is required. To schedule your meeting, please call Doug 

Meder at 610-688-5600 ext. 129. 
5. An Approved Grading Permit is required before submitting a building permit to the 

Community Development Department. 
Fees 
Fees and Professional Services Agreements (for further detail see attached fee schedule) 
A Professional Services Agreement (PSA) is required for most grading permits. Depending on 
the specific permit, the applicant must sign a deposit slip and provide the appropriate amount of 
funds noted for the Permit’s PSA. A permit cannot be reviewed unless the required check and 
signed deposit slip are present. The PSA is used to reimburse the Township for plan reviews, 
Legal/Stormwater Management Agreement, and inspections. An applicant is required to make 
additional deposits in the PSA, if required. 

 
Shed Permit $120 (see Fee Schedule posted on the Radnor 

Township Website) 
Minor Grading Permit $510 (includes the application fee and one plan 

review and one site inspection. Additional plan 
reviews or site inspections will be billed to the 
applicant per the approved rates referenced in the 
Radnor Township Fee schedule) 

Grading Permit $1,500 (one check for the $50 Application 
fee, and once check for the $1,450 
Professional Services Agreement (PSA), as 
referenced in the Radnor Township Fee 
Schedule) 

Stormwater Management Permit $3,050 (one check for the $50 application fee; one 
check for the $3,000 Professional Services 
Agreement (PSA), as referenced in the Radnor 
Township Fee Schedule) 

Important Ordinance links 
Stormwater Ordinance: 
https://www.radnor.com/home/showpublisheddocument/164/637698774172530000 
Pennsylvania Stormwater Best Management Practices Manual 363-0300-002 
http://www.depgreenport.state.pa.us/elibrary/GetFolder?FolderID=4673 
Ordinance Chapter 175 Grading, Excavation, Fills: https://ecode360.com/10972571 

https://www.radnor.com/home/showpublisheddocument/164/637698774172530000
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.depgreenport.state.pa.us%2Felibrary%2FGetFolder%3FFolderID%3D4673&data=05%7C01%7Cpsherwin%40radnor.org%7C555739a6e1f64b30dfad08daa53c0efe%7Cb321154193fc4b5cb1808f75e9cfe8b5%7C0%7C0%7C638003974623341284%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AY6oZQL57VuspDcUIz7V%2BBmBrtEpCTxigCol6z7ABc0%3D&reserved=0
https://ecode360.com/10972571


To be Completed by Radnor Township 
Permit Number:  

Submission Date: 

Shade Tree Approval Date:  
Final Approval Date:  

Zoning Approval:  

Zoning Officer 
Grading Permit Approval:  

Township Engineer 

Impervious Surface 
Complete the impervious surface table (required). 

Location: 

Project Description:   

Gross Lot Area Sq. Ft. 

5 SET OF SITE PLANS TO SCALE ARE REQUIRED WITH APPLICATION 

Complete All Yellow 
Fields 

A 
Cover Type

B 
Existing 

Area 
(square 

feet) 

C 
% of 

existing 
impervious 

surface 
area of 
your lot 

D 
Pervious 
Paver, 

Crushed 
Stone 

Walkway, 
Porous 
Asphalt 

E 
Area of 

Impervious 
Removed 

F 
Impervious 
to pervious 
(credit up to 
999 square 

feet)

G 
Area of 
Added 

Impervious 
Cover 

(square 
feet) 

H 
Total Area 

(square 
feet) 

I 
% of total 

impervious 
surface of 
your lot, as 
proposed 

Building 

Walkway/sidewalk 

Patios 

Decks, Stone 
Walkways 

Driveway 

Other 

Total % % 

A: This column describes the various types of existing impervious surface on the property. 
B: Note the corresponding existing impervious surface on the property. 
C: This is required for the zoning review; note the percentage of existing impervious surface on the property. 
D: Note the proposed pervious surface by cover type.  Pervious paver design will be reviewed on a case-by-

case basis.  WOOD OR MANMADE MATERIAL DECKS, ALONG WITH CRUSHED STONE WALKWAYS 
NOT TO BE USED FOR VEHICULAR TRAFFIC ARE CONSIDERED PERVIOUS. 

E: This is the SF area of existing impervious cover remove. 
F: Up to 999 SF of credit provided for converting impervious surface to grass.  THERE IS NO CREDIT 

PROVIDED FOR REPLACING IMPERVIOUS SURFACE WITH IMPERVIOUS SURFACE.  FOR 
EXAMPLE: IF AN 800SF PATIO IS REMOVED, AND AN 800 SF ADDITION IS BUILT IN ITS PLACE, THE 
ADDITION OF 800 SF OF NEW IMPERVIOUS, THAT WILL REQUIRE GROUNDWATER INFILTRATION. 

G: Extend all areas of impervious cover 
H:  Total of all new impervious 
I: Total of all new impervious as a percentage of the lot area (zoning). 



 

 

Estimated Cubic Yards of Dirt excavated______  Will this fill be taken off site _  Yes __No 
Number of trees to be removed (over 6” DBH) Is Property in Historical District  Yes  No 
 

Place a check in the box of the Zoning District applicable to your lot. (required) 
Zoning Table 

 

Zoning District 
Maximum 
Impervious 
Cover (%) 

  
Zoning 
District 

Maximum 
Impervious 
Cover (%) 

  
Zoning 
District 

Maximum 
Impervious 
Cover (%) 

 

R-1 22  CO 2,3 
stories 

50  GH_CR 95  

R-2 30  C1 60  GH-BC 50  

R-3 35  C-2 70  GH-OS 15  

R-4 40  C-3 65  WBOD NA  
R-5 Semi/2 family 
detached 

40  PI 45  PB 55  

R-5 Multi 
Dwelling 

36  PA 50  PLO 55  

R-6 70  GH-N 60  FC NA  
R-IA 30  GH-GA 80  PLU 45  



 

 

TO BE COMPLETED BY APPLICANT 
 

 

Please note the following requirements: 

1. Submit five (5) copies of the plan set with your application 
2. Plans are to be no larger than 24” x 36”, and shall be folded 
3. Shade Tree Commission: If your project meets any of the following requirements, you 

will be required to attend the Shade Tree Commission Meeting, as well as submit 
1(one) flashdrive: 

a. Any clearing activity which proposes the removal of six (6) or more trees with a 
Diameter at Breast Height (DBH) of 6” or greater 

b. Grading in excess of 200 cubic yards, excavation in excess of 60 cubic yards 
c. Grading for parking lots of 5 or more cars 
d. Removal of a Heritage Tree (30” DBH or greater) in a non-emergency situation. 
e. Forestry management and practices 
f. Swimming pool permits 
g. The Shade Tree Commission shall review, if directed by the Township Engineer, 

applications submitted to the Township for the following: Demolition permits on 
any building lot whereby the proposed work may impact or cause the removal of 
trees; and Commercial tree removal. 

4. Stormwater Calculations: 
a. Replacement of impervious surface is considered “new” impervious 
b. There is credit for the removal of impervious surface up to 999 sf. 
c. Stormwater calculations are to be based on the total of all added impervious (not 

the net impervious surface) 

 
Property Owner(s)     

Address of Property      

Phone Number Email    

Engineer/Surveyor    

Phone Number  Email    

The undersigned hereby makes application for a Permit under Chapter 175 and any amendments 
there of: 

 
Signature of Applicant   



 

d. Minor Grading Permit (< 500 SF added impervious) – installation of a 
stormwater BMP is encouraged. 

e. Grading Permit (>499 SF and <1000 SF of added impervious) – groundwater 
recharge is required. 

f. Stormwater Management Permit (>999SF of added impervious or greater) 
Stormwater Management required per Ordinance 2022-15, Stormwater Management 
Ordinance 

Submission Requirements 

For all projects: 

1. Completed Application 
2. Plan requirements 

a. Scale 
b. Tree protection fence (if applicable) 
c. Erosion & Sedimentation Control 
d. All existing and proposed structures, with dimensions 
e. All impervious surfaces 
f. Retaining wall height if over 4’ in height (if applicable) 
g. Location of utilities 
h. Property lines with metes and bounds 
i. Location of onsite sewer system (if applicable) 
j. Trees (if within 25’ of construction disturbance) 

i. Location of all trees over 6” DBH 
ii. DBH of all trees over 6” DBH 
iii. Common and Latin name of trees 
iv. Size and type of compensatory trees (if applicable) 

 
For all projects that have greater than 500 square feet of new or additional impervious coverage, the 
following is also required: 

3. Plan Requirements 
a. Existing and proposed 2 ‘contours 
b. Zoning data 
c. Calculated 100-year flood plain 
d. Signed and sealed by a Pennsylvania registered Professional Engineer or Land Surveyor 

4. Ground water recharge calculations 
5. Stormwater Management calculation 
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Radnor Township’s New Stormwater Management Ordinance 
Highlights 

Effective October 13th, 2022, Radnor Township’s new Stormwater Management Ordinance will 
be in effect. The following is a summary of some of the bigger changes that take place in the 
new ordinance.  

Some big things in the new ordinance include green infrastructure, incentives to reduce 
impervious surface area, a simplified stormwater management approach, and many others. These 
changes allow for residents to have more choices when it comes to stormwater management.  

• In the previous version of the stormwater ordinance, groundwater recharge methods had to be
implemented when an impervious area between 500 and 1,499 SF was being created. This
process was allowed to be implemented by either stone bed or pipe. In the updated
stormwater ordinance, more options have been given to achieve groundwater recharge.
Additionally, recharge is now required for added impervious areas between 500 and 999 SF.

Furthermore, decks with space between boards will no longer count as impervious area. A
grading permit will not be required for a deck, but a building permit will still be required.

Requirements Based on Area of New Impervious 
2005 SWM Ordinance New SWM Ordinance 

Area (SF) Requirement Area (SF) Requirement 
0-499 No BMP req’d 0-499 No BMP req’d 

500-1,499 Recharge via stone 
bed or pipe 

500-999 Recharge via stone 
bed, pipe infiltration 

trench, rain 
garden/bioinfiltration 

area 
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• The following methods can now be used to achieve recharge: 
 
• Infiltration Trench 

 

 
• Rain Garden / Bioinfiltration Area 
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• Another big change with the new ordinance is the amount of added impervious that 
requires a stormwater management plan. A stormwater management plan is now required 
when 1,000 or more SF of impervious is created, as opposed to the 1,500 SF requirement 
with the old stormwater ordinance. 

 

Requirements Based on Area of New Impervious 
2005 SWM Ordinance New SWM Ordinance 

Area (SF) Requirement Area (SF) Requirement 
≥ 1,500  SWM ≥ 1,000 SWM 

 

• In the updated stormwater ordinance, removal of existing impervious surface (up to 999 
SF) is now incentivized! This is explained in the following example scenario: 
 

o Barbara is building a 750 SF concrete patio. Normally, this would require 
recharge because it’s more than 500 SF of new impervious. However, Barbara has 
an old 300 SF sidewalk on her property that she doesn’t need anymore. With the 
new ordinance, Barbara can choose to have this sidewalk removed and replaced 
with grass, bringing her net new impervious to 450 SF. This falls below the area 
that requires any recharge or stormwater management, meaning no BMP is 
required! 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Patio 

750 SF 

Sidewalk Removal 

300 SF 

Net New Impervious 

450 SF, No BMP 
required 
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• Appendix B of the stormwater ordinance shows the simplified approach for stormwater 
management. This approach lets you calculate required BMP sizes based on the amount 
of impervious area being created.  Here’s an example scenario: 
 

o Barbara now wants to build a new 600 SF asphalt driveway on her property. This 
is more than 500 SF of impervious, so she needs a BMP for recharge. Barbara 
decides on installing a Cistern, and consults Appendix B to calculate the required 
volume. The calculation process can be found in Appendix B of the Stormwater 
Ordinance. 

 

Radnor Township is very excited for the new Stormwater Management Ordinance to be 
implemented. Please see the PA DEP Stormwater Best Management Practices Manual for an 
additional stormwater management resource. 
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